Chapter 37 – Communities and Ecosystems
	
Learning Objectives:  Students should be able to; 

· Define interspecific competition, mutualism, predation, herbivory, and parasitism.

· Explain how interspecific competition can occur when the niches of two populations overlap.

· Describe the protective strategies potential prey employ to avoid predators.

· Define coevolution.

· Identify and compare the trophic levels of food chains.

· Explain how food chains interconnect to form food webs.

· Describe the importance keystone species in an ecosystem.

· Explain how disturbance can benefit communities.

· Explain how invasive species can affect communities.

· Compare the movement of energy and chemicals within and through ecosystems.

· Describe the movement of energy though a food chain.


Academic Vocabulary

Interspecific competition
Parasitism 

Trophic level

Decomposers

Mutualism


Ecological niche
Producer

Food web
Predation


Coevolution

Consumer

Keystone species
Herbivory


Food chain

Detritivores

Ecological succession 
Invasive species
Energy flow
Chemical cycling 



