Laboratory Notebook Requirements
1. Make sure you press down hard enough to be able to read the carbon copy page.

2. Fill out Experiment/Subject, Date, Name, Lab Partner, and Section number blanks at the top of the notebook page.

3. Write the name of the experiment and page numbers used in your Table of Contents at the front of your notebook.

4. All writing should be neat with a single line crossing out any mistakes.  You should write across the full page and not write in columns.
5. If a lab handout is passed out, staple your lab notebook pages behind that handout when turning the lab in.
6. Each section should be labeled and underlined as shown below.  

Purpose/Question
Briefly (one sentence) state the main purpose of the lab, or write the question you are testing.
Hypothesis

If/then statement

Safety

· List any chemicals that will be used in the lab and briefly state safety hazards and precautions for use.

· Describe any safety hazards regarding facilities and/or equipment and precautions.
Procedure

· List the materials that will be used in the lab.

· Draw a picture of the setup of the lab.  Label everything!
· Write detailed instructions on how to perform the lab.  Another person should be able to read your instructions and do the lab on his/her own.

Data

· Draw the data tables necessary for the data collection during the lab.  Make sure everything is labeled properly with units.
· Create necessary graphs of data.  Make sure axes are labeled with variables and units.  Each graph should have a title.

· Use a ruler!

Calculations

· Write out equation used to solve calculations.
· Show work for each calculation.
· Write answer with proper units.
Lab Questions

· Write out the lab questions and the answers.
· Some labs may come with lab questions in a packet for you to fill out.  In those cases you do not need to write out the lab questions.  Follow teacher instructions on this.

Conclusion

This is a discussion of the results you obtained in the lab.  It is the most important part of the lab!  The conclusion should be written in paragraph form (no bullets).  Make sure you give a detailed response that includes all of the following:

· Write a short summary of what was done in the lab (1-2 sentences).
· Was your hypothesis supported?  Explain how you know from your results.  

· List sources of error and/or problems you had with the lab.  How could these be fixed when performing this lab in the future?  If you calculated percent error or other statistical tests, include these values in your discussion.
· Did you get the expected results in the lab?  Explain in detail.

· What big conclusions did you come to after completing the lab?  Discuss how the lab applies to the topic learned in class.  DO NOT WRITE “This is how it applies to what we are learning in class.” 
